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Sculptor Lorenzo Ghiglieri of Wilsonville works on the life-size bronze sculpture of long-time Florence resident and coastal land-use
planning pioneer Wilbur Ternyilk. ' ;




Coastal legend Wilbu

gormer Florence Mayor
“Wilbur Ternyik will be hon-
ored with a luncheon and
an unveiling of a life-sized
bronze statue' at the
Florence Events Center on April 13.
A trailblazer in coastal resource
preservation, as well as a colorful pub-

lic figure

By BRET YAGER  Wwith strong
Siuslaw News =~ tes to the

: Native
Rpril ‘Sa atte American

community, Ternyik, 80, has spent a
lifetime in public service. '
“Wilbur’s signature accomplish-
ment was that he really carried the ball
on making coastal land planning and
conservation happen,” said Oregon
Coastal Zone Management
Association director Onno Husing,
who will conduct a public interview of

Wilbur Ternyik at home on, the Siuslaw River

Ternyik during the hour and a half
luncheon, which will be attended by
coastal legislators and dignitaries and

is open to the public. “This really is an
incredible part of Oregon history, and

if there is one community that has

r Ternyik to be honored

bragging rights to it, it’s Florence.”
Former U.S. Senator Mark Hatfield,
a close friend of Ternyik, spearheaded

the push to create the statue, which

was funded by the Oregon philan-
thropic Bridges Foundation. From
Florence, the statue of Ternyik will

make its way to a permanent residence -

in a new Clatsop Indians interpretive
center in Seaside, an event to be cele-
brated there on May 27.

Ternyik, who grew up in Warrenton
before making his way to Florence, is
a direct descendent of Chief Coboway,
the Clatsop Indian chief who met the
Lewis and Clark Expedition when it
arrived in Clatsop in 1804. Ternyik
joined the 1st Marine Division in 1944
and was struck in the shin by a bullet in
the battle for Okinawa. Returning

see TERNYIK 8_A






